Assessment Questions for PLO #2 (PSYC 2317)
I am interested in studying the effect of eating bananas on an individual’s happiness.  I know that prior research has found that individuals with higher potassium levels also report higher life satisfaction on a 10-point Likert scale - with higher values indicating more life satisfaction and lower numbers indicating less life satisfaction.  I decide that I will test a random sample of 100 college students. Half of the students will eat 3 bananas a day at my lab and the other 50 students will not eat any bananas so they do not need to come to the lab.  At the end of 30 days of eating or not eating bananas, I find that the students who ate the bananas reported that their happiness was, on average, a 7.5 out of 10 points on the life satisfaction scale, but the students who did not eat bananas reported an average 6.2 out of 10 points on the life satisfaction scale.
 

	Q1.
	In an experiment, the independent variable is always

	 
	A)
	ignored by the subjects.

	 
	B)
	measured from the experimental group.

	 
	C)
	tested by the control group.

	 
	D)
	manipulated by the researcher.


 
               
	Q2.
	In the study above, the value a person reports for their life satisfaction would be considered the ____________________.

	 
	A)
	Dependent variable

	 
	B)
	Independent variable

	 
	C)
	Experimental group

	 
	D)
	Control group


 
 
	Q3.
	When a researcher decides how an abstract concept, like happiness, can be identified in behavior, this process is called developing a(n) ___________________.

	 
	A)
	Scientific Method

	 
	B)
	Operational Definition

	 
	C)
	Confound

	 
	D)
	Positive Correlation


 
 
	Q4.
	In the study above, participants who ate bananas also visited the lab each day to eat the bananas, but the participants who did not eat bananas did not visit the lab.  Any time a study either excludes a variable that could impact the outcome or when the impact of that variable is not considered by the researchers, that variable is known as a(n) _____________________.

	 
	A)
	Scientific Method

	 
	B)
	Operational Definition

	 
	C)
	Confound

	 
	D)
	Negative Correlation


 

	Q5.
	In the study above it states, “prior research has found that individuals with significantly higher potassium levels also report higher life satisfaction.”  This type of relationship between 2 variables is called a _____________________.

	 
	A)
	Regression

	 
	B)
	Chi Square

	 
	C)
	ANOVA

	 
	D)
	Correlation


 

	Q6.  In the study above it states, “prior research has found that individuals with higher potassium levels also report higher life satisfaction.”  Which of the following options is a reasonable value to expect for this type of relationship (identified in question 5)?
	 

	 
	A)
	0.70

	 
	B)
	0.01

	 
	C)
	-0.01

	 
	D)
	-0.70


 

	Q7.
	Which of the groups in the study above reported higher life satisfaction?

	 
	A)
	The experimental group

	 
	B)
	The control group

	 
	C)
	There was no difference between the experimental and control groups.

	 
	D)
	We cannot tell from this description which group had a higher life satisfaction.


 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Q8.
	Which type of test would be needed to determine if the groups of students in the study are significantly different from one another?

	 
	A)
	Correlation

	 
	B)
	Z test

	 
	C)
	Paired-samples t test

	 
	D)
	Independent-samples t test
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Q 1.  In   an   experiment,   the   independent   variable   is   always  

   A)  ignored   by   the   subjects.  

   B)  measured   from   the   experimental   group.  

   C)  tested   by   the   control   group.  

   D)  manipulated   by   the   researcher.  

                     

Q 2.  In   the   study   above,   the   value   a   person   reports   for   their   life   satisfaction   would   be   considered   the   ____________________.  

   A)  Dependent   variable  

   B)  Independent   variable  

   C)  Experimental   group  

   D)  Control   group  

       

Q 3.  When   a   researcher   decides   how   an   abstract   concept,   like   happiness,   can   be   identified   in   behavior,   this   process   is   called   developing   a(n)   ___________________.  

   A)  Scientific   Method  

   B)  Operational   Definition  

   C)  Confound  

   D)  Positive   Correlation  

       

Q 4.  In   the   study   above,   participants   who   ate   bananas   also   visited   the   lab   each   day   to   eat   the   bananas,   but   the   participants   who   did   not   eat   bananas   did   not   visit   the   lab.    Any   time   a   study   either   excludes   a   variable   that   could   impact   the   outcome   or   when   the   impact   of   that   variable   is   not   considered   by   the   researchers,   that   variable   is   known   as   a(n)   _____________________.  
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