COLLIN COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Number:  ANTH 2401
Course Title:  Physical Anthropology
Course Description:  
Lecture: The study of human origins and bio-cultural adaptations. Topics may include primatology, genetics, human variation, forensics, health, and ethics in the discipline. 
Lab: Includes demonstrations of the major principles of the lecture section.  Additionally, an overview of human origins and cultural adaptations combining study of our nearest relatives, the chimpanzees, with the analysis of reproductions of fossil bones. Unit concerning forensic anthropology explains how crimes can be solved from analysis of skeletal material; students work with replicas of human bone. Opportunity to participate in field trip to zoo.
Course Credit Hours:
4
 Lecture Hours:
3
       Lab Hours:
3
Prerequisite:  Meet TSI college-readiness standard for Reading and Writing; or equivalent
Student Learning Outcomes:
· State-mandated Lecture Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. Describe key concepts and theories of physical anthropology.

2. Explain the principles and processes of human evolution.

3. Describe how the scientific method is used in physical anthropology.

· Additional Collin Outcome:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1. Design and complete a satisfactory preliminary library or field research project pertinent to physical anthropology.

· State-mandated Lab Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. Apply the scientific method to empirical data and evaluate hypotheses 
2. Evaluate contrasting scientific viewpoints regarding the process of evolution. 
3. Explain the basic terms and processes of Mendelian genetics. 
4. Describe the structure of DNA and the process of mutation. 
5. Identify and define the forces of evolution. 
6. Describe at least one human biological variation that represents an adaptation to environmental factors. 

7. Distinguish between the major categories of the living primates. 
8. Describe variation in primate social behaviors and the reasons for that variation. 
9. Identify major trends in early primate evolution. 

10. Compare and contrast various Australopithecine and early Homo fossils and sites. 

11. Describe the skeletal characteristics and culture of Homo erectus. 

12. Compare early Homo sapiens, skeletally and culturally, to both Homo erectus and later Homo sapiens. 

13. Evaluate different theories, based on both skeletal and genetic evidence, regarding the origins of anatomically modern humans.
Withdrawal Policy:  See the current Collin Registration Guide for last day to withdraw.
Collin College Academic Policies:  See the current Collin Student Handbook
Americans with Disabilities Act Statement:  Collin College will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the ACCESS office, SCC-D140 or 972.881.5898 (V/TTD: 972.881.5950) to arrange for appropriate accommodations. See the current Collin Student Handbook for additional information.
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