COLLIN COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS


Course Number:  GEOL 1403 (Lecture)
Course Title:  Physical Geology
Course Description:  Introduction to the study of the materials and processes that have modified and shaped the surface and interior of Earth over time. These processes are described by theories based on experimental data and geologic data gathered from field observations.  Lab required.
Course Credit Hours:
4
Lecture Hours:
3
      Lab Hours:
3
Prerequisites:  Meet TSI standard for MATH 0310, and TSI college-readiness standard for Reading and Writing; or equivalent 

Student Learning Outcomes:
· State-mandated Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. Describe how the scientific method has led to our current understanding of Earth’s structure and processes. 

2. Interpret the origin and distribution of minerals, rocks and geologic resources. 

3. Describe the theory of plate tectonics and its relationship to the formation and distribution of Earth’s crustal features. 

4. Quantify the rates of physical and chemical processes acting on Earth and how these processes fit into the context of geologic time. 

5. Communicate how surface processes are driven by interactions among Earth’s systems (e.g., the geosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and atmosphere). 

6. Identify and describe the internal structure and dynamics of Earth. 

7. Describe the interaction of humans with Earth (e.g., resource development or hazard assessment).

· Additional Collin Outcome:  Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to do the following:
1. Explain why Geology is important to humans living on the Earth.
Withdrawal Policy:  See the current Collin Registration Guide for last day to withdraw.
Collin College Academic Policies:  See the current Collin Student Handbook.
Americans with Disabilities Act Statement:  Collin College will adhere to all applicable federal, state and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodations as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the ACCESS office, SCC-D140 or 972.881.5898 (V/TTD: 972.881.5950) to arrange for appropriate accommodations. See the current Collin Student Handbook for additional information.
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